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THE 


LIFE and MEMOIRS. 


OF 


Mr. W. ILLIAM SMIT. H. 


VER i; every Soil, are 
* +; equally productive of Virtue and of 
Vice; but, from ſome remarkable 
F atality, the Natives of Ireland are 
more frequently brought to an exemplary Pu- 
niſhment than their neighbouring Iſlanders, 
and generally occaſion the greateſt Augmen- 
tation among the Britiſh Malefactors. How . 
various, how inconſiſtent are the Tempera- 
tures and Diſpoſitions of Men? Not leſs un- 
like than their different Features: A French- 
man is airy, amorous, and contentious ; a 
Dutchman 1s the very reverſe of the Frenchman ; ; 
for theſe Republicans only are attentive to 
the Preſervation of that commercial Intereſt, 
which, originally, extricated their Anceſtors 
from the tyrannical Inſolence of the Spani/b 
Monarch : The principal Characteriſtic of a 
German ta Integrity, and a peculiar Genius, 
not only for mechanical Invention, but alſo 
for a ſingular Excellency in the literal Sci- 
ences; A Spaniard holds the politer Arts in 
9 little 
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little Eſtimation ; and, like his degenerate 
Neighbour, the Portugueſe, i is naturally ad- 
dicted more to Avarice and Pride, than to 
Induſtry and Sincerity : The improving Ru/- 
ſians are now emerging from the Veil of 
| Gothic Ignorance, are throwing off their 
Ruſt of Barbarity, and giving a gentle In- 
vitation to the vagrant Muſes ; while Greece 
finds the Extirpation of all her Heroes, all her 
Poets, and all her Sages, and the Mahomem- 
medan Creſcent ſhine too lambently ineffectual 
to retard the ſoaring Flight of the, Muſcovite 
Eagle: The booriſh Scandinavians are ſtill 
addicted to their primeval Lazineſs in Agri- 
culture, and their luxurious Exceſs in carouſ- 
ing over the nectarean Product of the Vin- 
tage; while the Italians are ſtill retentive of 
their Anceſtors Ingenuity in the moſt orna- 
mental aud pleaſing Sciences, though they are 
totally degenerated from their military Ac- 
campliſhments : And Britain is remarkable 
tor an honeſt Bravery, a commendable In- 
duſtry, with that innate Love of Liberty, 
which exalted ancient Rome to all Sublimity 
of Magnificence, and which is the moſt glo- 
rious Privilege of human Nature : But the 
Natives of Ireland have too faint a Reſem- 
blance of the Britiſp Inhabitants, to be inti- 
tled to the ſame, meritorious Appellations, 
though, according to Dr. Heylin, if the Triſh 
are good, we can hardly meet with better 
People ; and, if they are bad, we can no 
where find worſe. But whence this * 
ity ſo excurſive from the Subject? Why, 

bring a Manifeſtation that the Natives of - 
land, if not — laudable with thoſe of 
| Britain 
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Britain, yet are not more contemptible than 
ſome other of the European Nations. 


The Inhabitants of all the different Ter- 
ritories of Europe are indubitably the Deſcen- 
dants of the ancient Gomertans, or Celtes, who, 
after the Diſperſion at Babel, took their ſeveral 
_ Migrations according to the Inclinations of 
the different Tribes: The Germans, Gauls, 

Britons, and Hibernians were long poſſeſſed 
of the ſame Dialect, and accuſtomed to ſimi- 
lar Manners; with Regard to the former, 
Ireland can {till boaſt the Longevity of an un- 
corrupted Language; but, indeed, as to the 
Refinement of Society, all the other Nations 
enjoy the Superiority. Sir Henry Sidney, Lord- 
Deputy of Ireland, under Queen Elizabeth, 
was the principal Perſon who attempted to 
civilize the ſavage Diſpoſitions of the wild 
and unpoliſhed Hibernians; he made them ſen- 
ſible of the moral and ſocial Virtues, taught 
them how to imbibe the ſacred Precepts of 
Humanity, pointed out to them the Beati- 
tudes of Liberty, and inſtructed them in the 
Benefits reſulting from a commercial Inter- 
courſe with the reſt of Mankind : But,. not- 
withſtanding the continual Improvements of 
the Irifþ Nation, for more than the two laſt 
Centuries, the Inhabitants are ſtill deſpicably 

groaning beneath the Affliction of Penury and. 
Neceſſity. Is it not ſtrange then that ſo beau- 
tiful an Iſland ſhould be ſo greatly diſregard- 
ed by her opulent Siſter ? Is it not amazing, 
that a Country of ſuch Fertility, a Land en- 
dowed with ſuch Redundance of every com- 
mon Benefit, adapted for the Preſervation, the 
NTT OT? B 2 Utility 
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Utility, and the Pleaſure of human Nature, 


ſhould be ſo ſhamefully neglected by its prin- 
cipal Natives, as to be left in a languiſhing 


Condition, and the poor Inhabitants to be in- 
cumbered with ſuch Calamities as to ſeek for 
Refuge in the uncultivated Tracts of Amer:- 


ca, while their Nobility are laviſhly ſquan- 


dering away their Treaſures in the Arms of 
Luxury and Intemperance ? Happy, yet mi- 
ſerable Ireland, to what Purpole has gra- 
cious Providence encompaſſed thy verdant 
Shores with commodious, ſafe, and capacious 


Harbours? To what end are thy rich Pa- 


ſtures crowned with exuberant Herbage ? 


Why thy innumerable Flocks increafing their 


| fleecy Honours, and of what Avail are thy 


Multitudes of Inhabitants ! ſince thy free Ex- 
erciſe of maritime Intereft is prohibited, thy 
Woollen Manufactory interdicted, and thy Na- 


tives compelled to ſeek for military Employ- 
ments from that Monarch who repoſes his Se- 
curity on the Valour of thy Sons, and who 


receives an additional Revenue by encouraging 
that Manufactory in France, which is denied 
to thee. Where Induſtry ne'er offers her ſmiling 
Countenance, ' there Poverty takes up her 
hateful Reſidence. Diſhoneſty is the Attend- 
ant of Sloth, and Rapine the Child of Ne- 
ceſſity ; theſe have too frequently infeſted the 
Soil of Ireland; often have their Ravages 


extended to the very Center of the Briti/þ 
Dominions, and ſeldom have they eſcaped 


with Impunity. The malignant Blood of 


Ireland many times has ſtreamed before the 
Lancet of Juſtice, and yet the Depravity is 
ſtill exiſting amorſg the inferior People; nor 


does 
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does it afford the greateſt Mark of Admi- 


tation, when a due Conſideration is had to 
their ſeveral Educations, their ſuperſtitious 
Attachment to Popery, and their implicit Con- 


fidence in their Prieſts, who ſome of them are 


as little ſcrupulous in abſolving an obnoxious 
Crime, as a Villain is of perpetrating it : But, 
alas! what can be urged in Defence of fuch 
as have enjoyed the Benefits of- a liberal Edu- 


cation, who have known the Bleſſing of the 
' Proteſtant Religion, and yet have vitiated 
their Morals ſo as to render their Lives de- 
_ teſtable to Society, and equally expoſed to the 


Severity of the Law with the moſt vulgar 


and illiterate Criminal. Such was the unhap- 

| py Cale of the unfortunate Mr. William Smith, 
a Man poſſeſſed of many amiable Qualities _ 
requiſite for the Enlargement of Converſa- 


tion; a Man of extraordinary Senſe and Abi- 
lities, of an attracting Behaviour and a graceful 


Gentility ; but all of them perverted to ſuch 
abominable Uſe, as to make him fall a juſt, 
though lamented Victim to the Severity of 


the offended, Law; and, therefore, he has 
been eſteemed an Object worthy of the Pub- 
lic's Conſiderations, as his Life may be a ſuffi- 
cient Admonition to deter un-wary Youth 


from ſtraying into the deluſive Maze of Vice, 


and continuing in that treacherous Labyrinth, 
till they loſe their Lives in the fatal Jaws of 


that devouring Minotaur. 


This unhappy Gentleman was the onl 


Son of the Rev. John Smith, Rector of the Pa- 


riſh of Kilmore, in the County of Meath, with- 


in the Kingdom of Ireland; his Benefit was 
about 3007. a Year. He was a Man remark- 


able 
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able for his Sanctity, Virtue, and Charity; and 
he conferred a very liberal Education upon his 
Son, who had the Misfortune to ſee his Re- 


verend Father deſcended to the Grave, while 


his filial Offspring was yet in his Minority. 
The good Clergyman was alſo ſurvived by 
his Widow and one Daughter; his patrimo- 
nial Eſtate and perſonal Effects were equally 
divided between the Mother and her two Chil- 
dren, the Whole amounting to 2700 J. and 
the Proportion of the Son to 900 J. William, 
on the Deceaſe of his Father, was continued at 
School till he was capable of receiving Ad- 
miſſion into the Univerſity of Dublin, or of 
being apprenticed to ſome genteel and repu- 
table Employment : However, as he was the 
peculiar Favourite of his Mother, he receiv- 
ed all the Indulgence of maternal Fondneſs 


and, inſicad of being advantageouſly fituated 


in the World, he was continually permitted 
to purſue every rural Recreation, till he arriv- 
ed at an adult Age, when he was empower- 
ed to demand the Poſſeſſion of his own For- 
tune, which made himſelf too opinionatively 


important to {ſubmit to the Controul of any Su- 


perior. He was now advancing in the twen- 
ty-ſecond Year of his Age, when he contract- 


ed an Acquaintance with „ 4 


Gentleman poſſeſſed of a genteel Fortune in 
the County of Meath, who made his Ad- 
dreſſes to the Siſter of Mr. Smith, and ſoon af- 
terwards became one of the Family by mar- 
rying the young Lady : This matrimonial 
Conſanguinity increaſed the Intimacy between 
Mr. Smith and Mr. ——; their Days rotted 


away in the moſt agreeable Harmony, and 


each 


— 
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each of them 8 to participate the utmoſt 
Felicity in the Corroboration of their Friend- 
ſhip; but Mr. had involved himſelf 
in ſo many Difficulties in the Law, that he 
was obliged to ſeek Security by retiring from 
the Places he uſually frequented. At this Time 
Mr. Smith very Se depelb diſcovered the Di- 
minution of the greateſt Part of his Fortune; 
however his Affection to his Siſter and his 
Friendſhip for Mr. were more predo- 
minant in his Mind than the Conſultation of 
his own Intereſt; and the Remainder of his 
Fortune was ſoon afterwards exhauſted in the 
Maintenance of his Siſter and the Service of 
her Huſband. The Mother of Mr. Sinith had 
already ſupplied Mr. with a conſidera- 
ble Part of her Fortune, and, being unwil- 
ling utterly to impoveriſh herſelf, ſhe very 
prudently denied any further Aſiſtance; which 
_ obliged Mr. to make his Departure 
from Ireland for the Security of his Perſon, 
and in Hopes of obtaining ſome profitable 
Employment at Sea, as there were Wars then 
vigorouſly proſecuted againſt the Crowns of 
France and Spain; however Mr. „ be- 
fore he quitted the J1ri/þ Dominions, exe- 
cuted a Bond to Mr. Smith, in a large 
Penalty, for the Payment of gol. and 
upwards, for which he ſtood indebted to him; 
after which Mr. ——— proceeded to  Bri/- 
tcl, where he procured a conſiderable Station 
on board one of the Ships belonging to the 
Flotilla, called, The Royal Family Privateers ; 
where he Conte till the Ceſſation of Arms, 
and became intitled to conſiderable Sums of 
Money for his Dividend of the Captures. 


On 
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On the Departure of Mr, ——, the un- 
fortunate Mr. Smith was reduced to a very 
neceſſitous Condition; his Poverty was ſo 
great, that it broke down the Fences of Ho- 
neſty, and prompted him to perpetrate a no- 
torious Crime, by impoſing a Forgery on 
Mr. Swift and Company, Bankers, in Dublin, 
for which he was obliged to quit the King- 
dom; and, to evade the diligent Search of 
thoſe Gentlemen, he ſhipped himſelf on board 
his Majeſty's Ship the Surprize, commanded 
by Captain Webb, who employed him as his 
Clerk, and with whom he continued till the 
Expiration of the War, with which he found 
his own Intereſt was ended; therefore, to free 
himſelf of the Apprehenſions of being de- 
tained any longer in the Fleet, he forged the 
Names of the ſigning Officers of the Ship to 
his own Ticket, with which he left the Ser- 
vice, fold the Ticket at Portſmouth, and ſet 
out for London. On his Arrival in this 
great Metropolis, he contracted an Acquain- 
tance with Miſs —— > A very agree- 
able young Lady of the Town, and now a 
Priſoner for Debt in the Marſbalſea, with 
whom he cohabited till his Money was ex- 
hauſted; and then he began to write in the 
Capacity of a Clerk with a Gentleman of the 
Law, in the Neighbourhood of Lincoln's-1nn, 
with whom he continued a conſiderable Time 
in the greateſt Reputation and Eſteem. Du- 
ring the Time he wrote with this Gentleman, 
he very diligently applied himſelf to Buſineſs; 
by which he was capable of procuring an a- 
greeable Livelihood : Here he again met wp 

| is 
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his Brother- in- law, Mr. and received 
him with all the Denotations of a ſincere 
Friendſhip, and undiſſembled Affection; more- 
over, as a Proof of his Sincerity, on the In- 
formation of Mr. that he was una- 
ble to diſcharge the Bond, Mr. Smith commit- 
-ted it to the Flames, in the Preſence of ſeveral 
creditable Perſons, at a Public-houſe in Portu- 
gal. ſtreet. Mr. and he but ſeldom 
{ſaw one another, after the Deſtruction of 
the Bond. | 


Mr. Smith diligently attended his Buſineſs, 
and by his graceful Demeanour, entertaining 

_ Converſation, and Claſſical Knowledge, eſta- 
bliſhed himſelf in the general Love of his Ac- 
quaintance; but, tho* he had hitherto eſcaped 
the Obſervation of thoſe Gentlemen he had 
offended, he incurred the Chaſtiſement of 
Heaven, in labouring under a ſevere Fit of 
the Rheumatiſm, which confined him al- 
moſt a Month to his Bed ; therefore when 
his Money was all ſpent, and moſt of his 
Cloaths in Pledge for the Procuration of com- 

? mon Neceſſaries, he was, at laſt, obliged to 
: get admitted into. St. George's Hoſpital, near 
7 Hyde-Park-Corner, where he continued under 
1 a tedious Indiſpoſition for the Space of ſix 
Months, before he was capable of exerciſing 

1 his Limbs, when he was diſcharged with the 


beſt of Characters, conferred upon him by all 
f the principal Attendants belonging to the Hoſ- 
12 pital. Immediately, on his Diſcharge, he re- 
8 paired to his former Place in the Neighbour- 
0 hood of Lincoln's- Inn; but his Joints were 
5 | ſo contracted with his Rheumatic Diſorder, 
th 


ay" 1 eb 
| thathe was incapable of procuring his u ſual 
| | Support; and, in this pitiful Exigency, he 
| had the Unhappineſs to meet with Walter 
| Patterſon at a Public-houſe in Clare-Market, 
| 


where, as Country-men, they contracted an 
Intimacy, very fatal to Mr. Smith. Pat- 
terſon had been originally bred to the Law in 
= | Dublin, where he pretended he had been ad- 
, | | mitted an Attorney of the Court of Exche- 
| 

| 
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quer; which drew the Credulity of Mr. Smith, 
and occaſioned him to repoſe an implicit Con- 
fidence in whatever Patterſon aſſerted, who 
exceeded his whole Country in the Art of Diſ- 
ſimulation. Patterſon was in little better Cir- 
cumſtances than Mr. Smith; he had aſſociated 
himſelf with ſome other of his deſpicable 
Country-men, and, if not fraudulently, it was 
certainly very artfully, that he and his Con- 
federates obtained ſome conſiderable Sums of 
Money from a very eminent Phyſician, either 
| for the real, or the pretended committing a 
| very atrocious, deteſtable, and unnatural 
Crime. Mr. Smith was entirely prevented, by 
E | the Remains of his Diſorder, from procuring 
any Manner of Subſiſtance; his Credit was 
1 little, his Apparel only the neceſſary Covering 
of his Nakedneſs; and, in this indigent State, 
Patterſon, with his Accomplices, prevailed on 
Mr. Smith to engage in one of their Schemes 
for extorting a more conſiderable Sum from 
the Phyſician, in which they ſucceeded, and 
8 divided the Money. After this Mr. Smith 
18 and Patterſon took Lodgings together in Duke- 
_ ffreet, near Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, where they liv- 
ed in a good deal of Gaiety, continually fre- 
quenting the Coffee-houſes and Taverns ad- 
jacent 
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jacent to Covent- Garden, with ſome of the 
Players, till their Pockets were almoſt diſ- 


burthened. Poverty generally breeds Diſ- 
content; it did ſo between Mr. Smith and Pat- 


terſon, they parted Lodgings; but Patterſon 


had the Advantage, as he had a Method of 
obtaining Money in a clandeſtine Manner, 


which he never communicated to the other, 
becauſe he had found him too conſcientiouſly 
ſcrupulous in the Tranſaction he had already 


been privy to. Some Diſpute happening be- 
tween them relative to the defraying the Ex- 
pences of their Lodging in Duke: ſtreet, Words 
aroſe, and ſo great a Variance enſued, that 


Mr. Smith inſiſted Patterſon ſhould never after- 


wards endeavour to aſſociate himſelf in his 
Company; and, from that Time, Mr. Smith 


was entirely ignorant of every Proceeding un- 
dertaken by Patterſon, or any of his Accom- 
plices, either againſt Mr. Walpole, or any 


other Perſon. 


Mr. Smith, on his Diſſenſion with Patterſon, 
was in ſo neceſſitous a Condition, that he 


raſhly adventured to viſit the eminent Phy- 


ſician above-mentioned, with Hopes of ex- 
torting a Sum of Money from him; he was 


eaſily admitted, and demanded a Supply, but, 


on a Refuſal, clapped a Piſtol to the Breaſt 


of the old Gentleman, and inſiſted upon his 


immediately giving him five Guineas; the 


Phyſician was aſtoniſned at ſuch an unex- 


pected Attack; he ſeized Smith by the Collar, 
and ſnatched the Piſtol out of his Hand; but, 


in the Scuffle, Smith regained it. The Phy- 


ſician then told him, he durſt not ſnoot him; 


Smith was exanimated; he dropped on his 
n RO. _ Knees 


-— 
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Knees, and intreated the Phyſician to forgive 
the Injury; the other gave him Aſſurances of 
his Safety, ſupplied him with three Guineas, 
and permitted him to eſcape unmoleſted from 
the Purſuit of his Servants. 


Immediately after this Affair, Mr. Smith 

- "contracted an Acquaintance, with Mr. 
: , and another Perſon, who was for- 
merly a Trooper in the Regiment commanded 
by Sir John Ligonier ;' they lodged together 
a conſiderable Time, and lived conſtantly with 
one another in the greateſt Familiarity : Mr. 
Smith was ſtill in a very neceſſitous Condition, 
and Mr. —— was alſo impoveriſhed ; they 
acted ſome ſharpingTricks in Conjunction, and 
Poverty inſtigated the former to commit that 
Act of Injuſtice which occaſioned the Depri- 
vation of his Life. Mr. — was in daily 
Expectation of a Remittance from Ireland. 
His Letters from that Country were generally 
directed to be left at the Temple-Exchange 
Coffee-houſe in Fleet: ſtreet; and, as he was 
apprehenſive of being arreſted, he ſent Mr. 
Smith to make Enquiry after the Letter. Af, 
ter frequently calling at the Temple- Exchange 
Coffee-houſe, Mr. Smith at laſt received the 
expected Letter, directed to Mr. Weekes ; he 
knew there was a Remittance incloſed, upon 
which he opened the Letter, where he found 
a Bill of Exchange for 45 J. drawn, in Favour 
of Mr. Thomas Wezkes, by Mr. Thomas Bouf- 
Feld, a Merchant in Cork, on his Correſpon- 
dent, Mr. Fonathan Gurnell and Company, 
Merchants in London; the Sight of this Bill, 
the greedy Expectation of receiving the Mo- 
vey, and the Hopes of OG his Neceſſity, 
0 induced 
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induced Mr. Snith to think of defrauding Mr. 
Weekes, by counterfeiting his manual Si 

ture by way of Indorſement on the Bill I 

Exchange; which he accordingly did, and al- 


ſo forged a Receipt for the Sum of 101. 
which he underſtood Mr. Weekes had received 


from Mr. Gurnell on the Credit of this Bill of 
Exchange, when the firſt Advice came to his 


Hands. As there was 35 /. due on the Bill 


of Exchange, Mr. Smith went immediately to 


the Houſe of Mr. Gurnell, and demanded the 


Payment of the Money ; when the Clerk be- 
longing to that Gentleman acquainted Mr. 
Smith, that his Maſter was not at Home, and 


he could not undertake the Payment of it 


without his Orders; but that, if Mr. Smith 


would call again in the Afternoon, he might 
have an Opportunity. of ſeeing Mr, Gurnell. 


Upon this Diſappointment, Mr. Smith was 


obliged to ſtudy ſome more artful Stratagem 


to delude the Merchant ; which, when he had 
done, he waited upon, and was introduced to 


Mr. Gurnell, who told him he was not inclin- 


able to pay the Money to any other Perſon 
but Mr. Weetes: Upon which, Mr. Smith re- 


plied, that Mr. Weekes was extremely ill, and 


Was incapable of quitting his Bed. Mr. Gur- 


nell then aſked him where Mr. Weekes had his 


Lodgings, and, being particularly informed of 


the Houſe, which was ſituated near. Oxford- 


market, he told Mr. Smith, that he would ſend 

his Clerk with the Money to Mr. Weekes the 
next Morning. This was no more than what 
Mr. Smith expected, and, againſt which, he 


had taken a very ſubtle Precaution ; for, on 


his 
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his Departure from the Merchant, he inſtant- 
ly went to the Houſe where he pretended Mr. 
= had his Lodgings; though, at the ſame 
Time, he knew Mr. had privately 
quitted them a Day or two before, for Fear of 
being arreſted by his Landlord (to whom he 
made an extraordinary Apology for the Con- 
duct of acquainted him that 
was apprehenſive of an Arreſt, which pre- 
vented him from receiving a Sum of Money 
on the Bill of Exchange, which he produced; 
told him that the Merchant's Clerk would be 
there the next Morning to pay the Money to 
Weekes, informed him of what he had related 
to Mr. Gurnell, aſſured him that Weekes in- 
tended to pay him for his Lodgings, and that 
there was no other Way of doing it than by 
permitting Smith to carry on the Deceit, by 
going to Bed there, and perſonating himſelf 
For the indiſpoſed Mr. Yeekes. The Scheme 
fucceeded, he was admitted to Bed, and, in 
the Morning, the Merchant's Clerk was ſhewn 
into the Room, where he found the imagina- 
ry Mr. Weekes in a State that had all the Ap- 
pearances of the pretended Indiſpoſition, He 
delivered his Meſſage, ſaid he had brought | 
the Money, and laid it down upon the Table; 
with a mimic faultering Speech, Mr. Smith 
deſired him to leave it, and figned his Name 
to a Receipt for the Money, which he had 
ready drawn up. The Clerk left him, Mr. 
Smith immediately roſe from the Bed, and 
made directly off, without paying any Thing | 
to the Man of the Houſe, 


When 


Bill o 


ee | 
When Mr. Smith had got the 35 J. in his 
Cuſtody, he immediately reflected how to ap- 


Pfropriate it to the beſt Advantage, becauſe he 


was ſenſible that his Tranſactions with Patter- 
ſon were publickly known throughout the 
whole Circle of his Acquaintance; he was 
conſcious his Character had been vilified on 
that Occaſion; and he was timorous either of 
returning to his Buſineſs, or reſorting among 


his uſual Company. He therefore came to 


a Reſolution of detaining the principal Part of 
the Money from Mr. Weekes, and to embark 
himſelf for ſome of the American Colonies; 
but, as he knew the Neceſſity of Mr. Weeßes, 
he was determined to leave him a Part of the 


Money, ſufficient to defray his Expences to 


Ireland; then he conſidered that the Remain- 


der would be too inſignificant to appear abroad 


in a Character of any Gentility ; and therefore 
he was incited to attempt another Forgery on 
a very eminent Gentleman, who was, at that 
Time, involved in ſuch a Manner by a Combi- 


nation of Patterſon and other Adherents, as to 


give Mr. Smith a ſtrong Plauſibility of ſucceed- 
ing in his intended Fraud, 


_ Patterſon, immediately after his Difference 
with Mr. Smith, began to put in Execution a 
Scheme which he had, long before, projected 
againſt the Honourable Edward Walpole, Eſq; 
and he, together with his Accomplices, ſo 
al managed the Affair, as to obtain a 

Indictment againſt that Gentleman, on 


2 villainous Proſecution, which terminated 
in the Impriſonment of Patterſon, and the Con- 


cealment of his Accomplices ; though Patter- 
ſon found Means to eſcape from his Confine- 
ment, and evade the Execution of the Sen- 
tence pronounced againſt him at Hicks's-ball, 
for ſtimulating ſo baſe a Proſecution againſt 


Before the Proſecution againſt Mr. / 
came to an Iſſue in the Court of King*s-Bench, 
it. was the general Converſation of the Town; 
Mr. Smith unfortunately became acquainted 
with the Report, and, without imparting his 
Deſign to any other Perſon, formed the Re- 
ſolution of attempting to defraud Mr. Walpole 
of a confiderable Sum of Money, by a 
very extraordinary Contrivance, which he im- 
mediately put in Execution. | 


The Nature of this Fraud was, by forging 
a Bond from Walter Patterſon to William Smith, 
in the Penalty of a conſiderable Sum, condi- 
tioned for the Payment of 150 J. which bore 
the Appearance of a proper Atteſtation, and 
ſeemed to be obtained in a due Courſe of Le- 
oality. Mr. Smith, after depoſiting ſeventeen 
Guineas in the Hands of a Publican near Hyde- 
Park-Corner, to be delivered to Mr. Weekes, 
imtnediately took this counterfeit Bond to Mr. 
Walpole, who was then reſident at his Seat 
in Be#kſbire. 


* Smith made a very genteel Appearance, and 
was immediately adifiitted to the Preſence of 
Mr. Palpble, when he gave him Information 
that Patterſon had borrowed the Sum of 150 J. 
for Which he had perfected the W 
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dned Bond, which he produced. Smith told 
Mr. , — that he underſtood Patterſon was 
carrying on a fraudulent Proſecution againſt 
him; for ſupporting of which, Patterſon had 
borrowed this Money of Smith, who declared he 
was entirely ignorant of the Purpoſe for which 
Patterſon intended to apply it; and acquainted 
Mr. Walpole that, if he would pay off the Bond, 
it ſhould be aſſigned over to him, whereby he 


would have an Opportunity of putting it into 


immediate Execution againſt Patterſon; which 


would effectually extinguiſh the Virulence of 


the Proſecution, projected by Patter/on againſt 
Mr. W—— | | 


After patiently attending to the Declaration 
of ſo plauſible a Fiction, Mr. V —— was 
alarmed ; he told Smith, that he had Reaſon 
to conjecture him rather as an Abettor, and a 

py, come down in the Behalf of Patterſon,than 
as a Friend to himſelf; and therefore he muſt 
beg Leave to detain him, till he could receive 
ſome ſatisfactory Account of his Character. 


Smith found himſelf circumvented, and apolo- 
gized againſt his Detention ; he endeavoured to 


eſcape, but in vain : He was ſecured, taken 


before a Magiſtrate, examined, and, after 


ſome Equivocations, relating to his Parentage 
and Place of Nativity, was committed to Read- 
ing Gaol, on the 6th of June laſt, in order to 
his Arraignment at the then approaching Aſ- 
ſizes at Abingdon. 


When Smith was thus detected, the Nature 
of his Offence was almoſt inſtantaneouſly 


communicated to the Public; which occaſi- 
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oned Mr. Weekes to procure a Writ of Habeas 
Corpus, for his Removal from Reading to 
Newgate, in order to take his Trial at the 1 
Old- Bai), for the Forgery he had committed in 4 
the Name of Mr. Weefes, who got a Bill of inn? 
dictment to be found againſt him at Hickss- 
Hall, upon which he was arraigned at the Old- 
Baily in the Month of July, when he pleaded 
Not guilty ; but as he was thoroughly conſci- 
ous of his Crime, and unprepared for Eterni- 

ty, he was deſirous of procraſtinating his Sen- 
| tence ; and, therefore, upon his Allegation in 
his own Affidavit, that the Time was too ſhort 
for producing ſome Witneſſes neceſſary to his 
Defence, the Lord Chief Baron Parker grant- 
ed him the Indulgence of deferring his Trial 
till the following Seffions. In the mean time, 
the Publican, with whom Smith had depoſit- 
ed the ſeventeen Guineas, came to Newgate, 
and aſked him to whom he muſt deliver the 
Money; Smith told him to Weekes, who ac- 
cordingly received it. 


Conſcience was now a very ſufficient Ac- 
cuſer to the unfortunate Mr. Sith; all his 
Crimes were glaringly apparent to his per- 
turbated Soul ; he knew he could only expiate 
the Offences. of his Lite, but by ſuffering an 
ignominious Death; and he devoutly began 
to ſollicit the Procuration of celeſtial Mercy. 
To aggravate his Misfortunes, all his Crimes 
were accumulated upon him together, and he, 
who had, ſo long evaded the diligent Search 
of ſuch as he had formerly offended, now 
found himſelf intangled in an accidental 
Snare, from which he could no otherwiſe e- 
{cape 
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| ſcape than by the Separation of Soul and 


Body. Meff. Swift and Company had Intel- 


ligence of his Cnfinement, and took all the 


Precaution with the Government for having 


him tranſmitted to Ireland, if he was acquit- 


ted of the Forgery againſt Mr. Weekes , the 
Commiſſioners of the Navy alſo directed their 
Sollicitor to proſecute him for the Forgeries he 
committed on Board the Surprize ; and this 
unhappy Delinquent had no other Hopes of 
his Life than by the Clemency of the Legiſ- 


lature, which, though heinous as he knew 
his Offences to be, he too ſtrongly preſumed 


on, through the deluſive Expectations of in- 
fluencing the Regency with the tender and pa- 
thetic Elocution of his Pen, his genteel Be- 
haviour, and Denotations of the ſincereſt Pe- 
nitence. | 


In this abandoned melancholy Condition, 
the miſerable Mr. Smith ſaw himſelf ſurround- 
ed with every Affliction incident to the con- 


templative Mind; th gloomy Horrors of a 
diſmal Goal, the variegated Scene of Wretch- _ 


edneſs among the deplorable Priſoners, and 


the Brutality of the inſolent Underlings, aug- 


mented by the filthy Spot allotted him tor his 
Repoſe, together with the Proſpect of :inmi- 
nent Want, preſented an Idea all frighttu! and 
horrid to a Man ſo unaccuſtomed with ſo rude, 
ſo barbarous, and ſo uncharitable a Place. In 
this uncomfortable Situation, Mr. Snith con- 
ſtantly retired to the moſt unfrequented Part 
of the Gaol, where he indulged a free Medi- 
tation, exempt from the Moleſtation of his 
illiterate, diſſonant Companions z frequently 
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[ 20 ] 
did he offer up his fervent Prayers to the ſu- 
preme Author of his Being, both for the Pre- 
ſervation of his Life, and the Attainment of 
immortal Felicity; frequently did he make 
a private Recapitulation of his Offences, and 


bathed himſelf in the ſorrowful Floods of Re- 


morſe and Anguiſh ; but his Lamentations 
were ſomewhat alleviated by the Participation 


of his Grief by a worthy Friend in Confine- 


ment, who was the real Gentleman, who had di- 
ſtinguiſhed him as a Perſon ſuperior to the pro- 
fligate Race, favoured him with a moſt inti- 
mate Acquaintance, and perpetually relieved 


both the clamorous Appetites of Hunger and 
Thirſt. 1 * 


Senſible of the Puniſhment adequate to his 
Crimes, Mr. Smith endeavoured to make his 


Reconciliation with an offended God; he ac- 


knowledged himſelf guilty of the Forgeries 
laid to his Charge; and, therefore, he ac- 


quainted his Friends of his Intention to plead 


Guilty ; to which he was the more readily in- 
duced, becauſe another Indictment was exhi- 
bited againſt him, purſuant to the Direction 
of the Commiſſioners of the Navy; beſides 
which he had ſome particular Reaſons for 
expecting that Mr. Walpole would make In- 
terceſſion for his Life; however he was ex- 
tremely diſappointed, 


On Wedneſday the 12th of September, Mr. 
Smith was arraigned at the Old Baily, for the 
Forgery againſt Mr. Weefes; when he pleaded 
Guilty without any Heſitation: He was dreſ- 


ſed very genteely ; his Perſon was tall and 


graceful, 
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graceful, his Countenance without the leaſt 
Sign of Diſhoneſty, which attracted the Ob- 
ſervation, and commanded the Attention of 
the whole Court, while he eloquently addreſ- 
ſed himſelf to the Bench in the following pa- 
thetic Speech: | 


« My LoRp, 


c J am unhappy enough to ſtand here in- 
dicted for a Fact, which I perceive my Pro- 
ſecutor is ready to prove againſt me; there- 
fore, from a Conſciouſneſs of it, and to pre- 
vent giving the Court any unneceſſary 
Trouble, I do confeſs my Guilt, and ſub- 
miſſively rely on the Favour of the Court 
to intercede for ' my Life. — My Lord, I 
have thus much to ſay in Alleviation of my 
Crime, that this 1s the firſt Time I ever ap- 
peared before a Court of Juſtice in an igno- 
minious Manner; that a Caſe of Neceſſi 

urged me to commit the Fact I am charged 
with; and that my Heart is full of Sorrow 
and Contrition for it. If, therefore, your 
Lordſhip, or Mr. Recorder, will be pleaſed 
to report me in this favourable Light to his 
Majeſty, or the Lords in Power, it will, I 


hope, be the happy Means of inducing them 


to extend their Clemency towards me: But, 


if Iam ſo unfortunate as not to be thought 


an Object worthy their Compaſſion, I truſt, 


that the Lord of Heaven and Earth will have 
Mercy on me.“ 5 | 


This Speech was attended with ſo pitiful an 


tion 
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tion of the Court: He knew the Conle- 
. quence of pleading Guilty, and prepared 
| himſelf to attend the Pronunciation of his 
Sentence with all the Tranquillity that 
could poſſibly. be expected from a Man in his, 
deſperate Circumſtances. © During this dread- 
ful Interval, how ſolemn, how penetrating 
was his Behaviour ? The Idea of Eternity one 
Moment would appear horrible to his trem- 
bling Soul; in a few ſucceeding Moments he 
appeared all ſedate and calm, as though he 
was bleſſed with Aſſurance of eternal Happi- 
neſs ; however, he made no Omiſſion in his 
Sollicitations to the Great and to the Good for 
the Preſervation of his Life; all which were 
ineffectual, and on the 19th of September he 
received Sentence of Death, when he made 
the following Speech to the Court ; | 


<« My LoR p, 


* To what I ſaid on the Day of my Trial, 
<* T have only on this melancholy Occaſion 
4 to add, That my humble Confeſſion then 
« proceeded from a ſincere Compunction of 
« Heart in Abhorrence of my Crime. I there- 
<« fore now fervently pray that the Almighty, 
* who is the bright Fountain of Mercy, will 
<« inſpire his Majeſty's Royal Breaſt with Sen- 
«< timents of Compaſſion towards me, and that, 
„ in Conſideration of my unfeigned Sorrow 
“ and Penitence, he will be moſt graciouſly 
„ pleaſed to reſtore me my forfeited Life; a 
*« Life ſought only to attone for the Errors of 
the paſt, and to pray for my Preſervers.” 


The 
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The whole Town was now £nfible of his 
Abilities; though the Crime was deteſted, 
every one pitied the Criminal; and this Speech 
not only made the ſtrongeſt Impreſſion on the 
Spectators, but even extorted the compaſſio- 


nate Sigh of Humanity from the venerable 
Expounders of the Law, and Delegates of 


Juſtice. When he was remanded back to the 
diſmal Horrors of the Dungeon, he was in- 
ceſſantly petitioning the Mercy of Heaven, 
while his Friends were vainly ſolliciting the 
Legiſlature to ſpare his Life, and fend him 


into perpetual Baniſhment. He addreſſed a a 


Petition to the Commiſſioners of Oyer and 


Terminer, to ſeveral of the Biſhops, and many 
of the Nobility; but the moit remarkable 


were the two following : 


S ſtrong Neceſſity, ariſing from the Want 
of a Friend to preſent the following Pe- 


tition, is the urgent Motive that prevails on 
me to publiſh it, I ſubmiſſively hope, that 
their Excellencies, to whom it is addreſſed, 
will diſpenſe with ſuch unprecedented F ree- 
dom: I do not thereby mean to offend; it is 


to implore their Clemency, which I do upon 
my Knees, in the Depth of Miſery, and in the 
Anguiſh of a troubled Spirit. And oh, 


thou eternal Goodneſs! to whom belongeth 


Mercy and Forgiveneſs, look down, I beſeech 
thee, on a poor, helpleſs Creature; infpire them 
and all Mankind, O Lord! with Compaſſion 


towards thy ſorrowful Servant; move them to 


pity the ſilent Sobs which my feeble Soul ſend- 
eth forth, ſurprized with Fear, and to 9 
| the 
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the broken Voice which my trembling g Tongue 
addreſſeth to > them. Tt: | A 


To their Excellencies the Lords of the Regency. 


The moſt bumble and penitent Petition of Wil- 
liam Smith, an unhappy Convict under 
Sentence of Death in Newgate, 


 Sheweth, 


HAT your Petitioner was indicted laft 

Seſſions at the Old Baily, for forging a 
Receipt in the Name of Thomas Weekes, on the 
Back of a Bill of Exchange for 45/7. and re- 
ceiving the Contents; to which, as conſcious 
of his Crime, he made no Heſitation of plead- 
ing Guilty, and threw all his Hopes of Life 
upon the Clemency of the Legiſlature. 
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That your Petitioner is the Son of tlie 
Reverend John Smith Rector of the Pariſh of 
Kilmore, in the Dioceſe of Meath, within the 
Kingdom of Ireland, deceaſed ; a Man of un- 
blemiſhed Character and exemplary Virtue, 
who gave your Petitioner a liberal Education, 
— bur, alas! — to what a fatal End has that 

aternal Indulgence been perverted! Tho- 
roughly conſcious of his Infringement upon the 
eneral Band of Society, and his Violation of 
the ſacred Laws of the Kingdom, your Peti- 
tioner owns the Rectitude of that Juſtice which 
has devoted him a Victim to a premature 
and ignominious Death; — but your Petiti- 
oner has the Plea of . to urge in Alle- 
| viation 
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viation of his Crime. It is the only Time he 


ever > (my as a Criminal before the Tribunal 
of Juſtice: His afflicted Heart throbs with all 


the Pangs of Remorſe and Sorrow; his di- 
ftracted Soul feels all the Anguith of Shame 


and Contrition; while he humbly hopes, while 
he penitentially implores the Mercy of the 
Legiſlature, that Mercy which can relieve 
the ſinking Wretch from all the Horrors of 
imminent Deſtruction, that Mercy which can 
prolong a forfeited Life. May Heaven gra- 
ciouſiy incline the Ear of Power to gratify my 
penitent Sollicitation! Ch, may I find the Re- 
ſtoration of Lite! but may that Life be no 
longer continued, than every Action of it 
proves your Petitioner meritorious of the 


Royal Clemency. That I am guilty of thoſe 


Crimes, is too fatally verified by my own 
Conſeſſion; I have been no further obnoxious 
to the Community, have no further treſpaſſed 
upon the Laws of my Country: I have ſtrong 
Sentations of Right and Wrong, of Equity 
and Injuſtice, —but, unhappy for me, Ne- 


ceſſity in thoſe unguarded Moments drove 


Reaſon from her Throne, and extinguiſhed 
the precious Sentiments of Honour and of 


Honeſty. 


Mercy is the divineſt Attribute of the 
Deity; oh! extend your Excellencies Clemen- 
cy to an unfortunate Man, recal a poor 
Wretch from the Verge of Perdition; grant 
him but Life, and diſpoſe of him as you pleaſe. 
How melancholy is the Conſideration of be- 

ing launched into the Gulph of Eternity! 
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of Death in the very Prime of Life! But, mi- 


ſerable Wretch that I am, I have intailed all this 


Calamity on myſelf; I have incurred the Ri- 


gour of the Law; but, alas! I tremble at the 
dreadful, the ignominious Execution of it. 
Spare, oh ! ſpare a repenting Sinner; prolong 
a Life that ſhall be ſolely employed in attoning 
for my Crimes, and may I be an Exile from 
the Throne of celeſtial Grace, if my Peni- 
tence and Contrition is not proportioned to my 


Guilt : The Eternal, Glorious Author of my 


Being can penetrate. to the moſt latent Receſ- 
{es of the Soul, and ſurely that awful Power 
never filled the human Heart with more than 
mine : Apply the ſoothing Balm of Comfort 
to the afflicted Soul; commiſerate an unhap- 

y Man who has no merciful Interceſſor, no 
charitable Hand to raiſe him. My great Crea- 


tor may render this forfeited Life none of the 


moſt invaluable among Society.—If Mercy 


approaches me in this World, my Days ſhall | 


be conſecrated to the ſincereſt Repentance; but 


if I am unhappily precluded from the Clemen- 


cy of the Legiſlature, not mine, but thy 
Will, O Lord! be done. 


So fervently prayeth 
the toſt and unhappy 


W. SMITH, 


To 
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To the Right Hon. the Lady KATHARINE 


PE LHAM. 


' The humble and penitential Petition of Wil= 


y liam Smith, an unhappy Convitt under 
1 Sentence of Death in Newgate, 
q : Sheweth, 


FTA HAT your Petitioner was indicted at 

dhe laſt Seſſions at the Old Bath, for 
} Forging a Receipt on the Back of a Bill of 
Exchange for 45/. and receiving the Contents, 
of which he ſtands ſelf-confeſſionally con- 

victed, and is now fervently addreſſing 

himſelf to the ſupreme Author of Nature 

for the Inſpiration of ſome charitable Heart 

to make Interceſſion for the Royal Clemency 
- in his Behalf. N 


„ De Fr SO Pg 


- | Senſibly afflifted with the Atrocity of my 
e Y Crime, I ſubmiſſively bow myſelf to the Shrine 
| pl offended Juſtice ; yet the Hopes of Mercy 
uv H- fil accompany the laſt attenuated Thread of 
at 7% Life. Death with all its formidable Terrors 


- may ſeem deſpicable to a Soul ſerene with 
F Þ| conſcious Innocence, but how terrible is an 


ignominious End to a poor Wretch, who 

ſhudders at the Thought of Annihilation, who 

trembles at the awful Idea of an incenſed 

God! Penitent as I am, how, miſerable Sin- 

ner, how do I know the deep. Contrition of 

= my Soul can merit the divine Protection; 

E what Aſſurance can I form of eſcaping an 
' %Y <eternal Perdition? Tremendous Thought ! 
3} Horrid Uncertainty ! Well may the Prolon- 
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tion of neglected Morality in this World, and 
reclaim the perverted Sinner, to purſue and 
merit the bright Hope of Redemption in the 
next. As a Chriſtian, as a Lady, Humanity 
muſt have taken her Refidence in your un- 
polluted Boſom; Oh ! let the pitying Ear liſten 
to the Voice of Affliction; Oh! let the tender 
Heart commiſerate the Lamentations of a loſt 
unhappy Man: Your gentle Nature, tho* it 
abhors my Crime, cannot but be ſuſceptible 
of my Miſery ; and may the bright Beam of 
Mercy deſcend from the celeſtial Throne of 
Grace, to give your generous Heart the In- 
ſpiration of interceding for the Preſervation 
of a guilty, but a penitent Malefactor : Pro- 
cure me but Life, and let the Legiſlature diſ- 
poſe of me as they pleaſe: As I am a dying 
Man, every Promiſe of amending what of 
Life ſhall be allotted me, ſprings from my 
Heart, and may I be excluded from the Man- 
ſion of celeſtial Happineſs, if my Penitence 
is not attended with the greateſt Sincerity and 
Humility. If I live, my Days ſhall be de- 
voted to the Expiation of my Guilt, and in 
the Praiſe of your Goodneſs ; but if I muſt 
ſhare the bitter Bowl with Socrates, while I 
am preferring my lateſt Petition to the gra- 
cious Lord of infinite Mercy, may he ſhower 
down all his Bleſſings on your Ladyſhip, is 
the fervent Prayer of the miſerable, loſt, and 
friendleſs, 5 
W. 8. 
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Ain ODE on the melancholy Condition of Mr. 
Smith, an unhappy. Convict now under Sen- 
terice of Death in Newgate. Written by 


himſelf. 


Seu Libra, ſeu me Scorpius aſpicit 
Formidoloſus, pars violentior 
Natalis hore, ſeu tyrannus 
Heſperiæ Capricornus unde. 
| Hor. Lib. ii. Ode 7. 


\NCE could I tune the Sapphic Lyre, 
Or gently touch the rural Reed; 
Once could I ſoar with Pindar's Fire, 
Or round Aonia's Mount could tread. 
Ah! now, Mzonides, how dull thy Flame? 
Horace is mute, inſipid Maro's Theme: 
No more ſweet Clio breathes her Airs divine, 


But Terpfichore prompts the doleful Line! 


I. 
Seneca taught me how to live, 
Oh! Lucan, teach me how to die; 
For, while Pharſalia's Laurels thri u- 

The Bard expires without a Sigh : 
How could Serenity inveſt thy Brow, 
When all thy vital Flood was draining low ? 
How could the Poet act the Sage's Part? 


ewas Innocence — but Guilt appalls my 


Heart. 
| Be. | LI 
Fear not, my Soul, a gracious God 
Can all thy latent Purpoſe view ; _ 
| Jeho- 


1 I- .' 

Jehovah yet can ſtay the Rod; 
Can drop down Mercy like the Dew; 
But oh! preſumptuous Sinner; let thy Crime 
Condemn thee !—Yes; All-gracious Lord of 
7 Time CCH 
It does Behold how penitential flow 
Theſe Heart- felt Numbers — Heaven alone 


can know. 


IV: 

Juſtice has rank'd me with the Dead 

I bow, and own the juſt Decree : 

Yet, e're each Senſe, each Thought is fled, 
| How: ſhall I front the fatal Tree ? 
Hope, 5 aith, the Chriſtian Word, inform me 
| OW; | | 
With. Reſignation; to, embrace the Blow : 

But ah, Eternity! tremendous Word! 
'There, 18 I fink, I tremble! Help me, 
; org! hs 


| | V. . 
The virtuous Precept; moral Page, 
Inſtructive fire maturing Youth : 

Yet, oh! how vain, if riper Age 
Nieglects the facred Path of Truth | 
Bred up in Plenty, and to Pleaſure bred, . 
Lo, here my wretched Food, my diſmal Bed : 
Sigh not, my Soul, ceaſe, ceaſe theguſhing Tear, 
Guilt merits Juſtice, nor is mine ſevere. 


VI. 
Great God of Mercy! while I bend 
In Supplication to thy Throne, 
Incline thine Ear, thy Grace extend, 
Hear, hear, my Sigh, nor flight my Groan! 
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Day after he was caſt, and appeared before 
him with the greateſt Concern; when, ac- 
cording to the dying Declaration of Mr. Smith, 


„ 

3 

6 Lord, if kind Clemency preſerves my Breatli 

« Make me deſerving of it :- but if Death 

* Calls on me, oh ! my ſtruggling Soul prepare, 

«© Receive me, Gracious God: Lord make me 
my Redeemer's Heir.” 


Mr. Smith found all his Sollicitations were 
ineffectual, which he could not refrain from 
attributing more to a ſplenetic Intereſt made 
againſt his Life, from a private Enemy, than 
to the Severity of impartial Juſtice ; nor in- 


deed was he deſtitute of the ſtrongeſt Foun- 


dation for corrobpraung his Suſpicions. 


The unha p Criminal had ſo much en- 
groſſed the Geraden of the Town, that 
Mr. Vent to him, the 


he accoſted him in the following Manner: 
* Oh, my dear Smith, you have behaved your- 
« {elf like a Man ; you are the Pity and 
* Admiration of the whole Town; how 
<« ſorry I am for you! What ſhall I do to 
te ſerve you? Only tell me, and I will do it.” 


Mr. Smith then unluckily requeſted he would 


go to, and ſollicit the Intereſt of a certain 


Gentleman; which he promiſed to "mp and 
left him. 


On the Day of his Sentence, Mr. 
publickly ſollicited the Intervention of the 
Court for Mercy; but how inconſiſtent was 
ſuch an Appearance of Humanity with his 
future Conduct, when he preſented a Remon- 
| {trance 


4 


\ en} 
france to the Regency, 8 Juſtice to 
be executed on the Criminal? 


As to Mr. 2 —, a ſolemn en 
was made by Smith, that he never was an 
Aſſociate with Patterſon in the Proſecution 
.- againſt him; he acknowledged that he de- 


ſerved Death, but not by the treacherous De- 


ccit he had received it in; however he prayed 
that the Almighty might forgive his Ene- 
mies, as he did from the Bottom of his 
Heart. 


Mr. Smith had hitherto ſome Expectations 
of Life; but, when the dead Warrant came 
down for his Execution, every Hope of it 
was vaniſhed : He then offered himſelf up to 
the Shrine of Juſtice, with a decent and de- 
vout Reſignation ; all his Thoughts towered 
above the ſublunary World, and ſurely ne- 
ver was there a greater Inſtance of Contri- 
tion and Penitence. A ſhort Time before his 
Execution, he wrote a Letter to one of his 
Friends, from whence the following Paſſages 
are extracted: Whither am I going ? I 
hope into the Arms of the moſt merciful 
 « Saviour to be crowned with Glory. If 
« ſincere Contrition and unfeigned Repen- 
* tance can intitle a Sinner to Mercy and 
<« Forgiveneſs, then my Hopes do no: periſh. 
Did it pleaſe God to prolong my Life, I 
+ believe, a greater Pattern of Morality had 

* never been.—Oh, my dear Friend! how 


„ ſhall I return your Acts of Good-nature ? 


& 
4 


$5 take ; 


Such Thanks as a dying Man can give, 
And, oh ! may you and yours be 


* happy. 


"| &] 5 

ee happy, when I am no more. You are 
& good, therefore, on my Knees, I beg your- 
a ” e fervent Prayers: Neceſſity has made a 
Villain of me, but ſincere Penitence, and 

« a Conſciouſneſs of my Guilt, have, per- 

% haps, made the greateſt Convert of me in 

* the World: Once more I beg you will pray 
for me, juſt going to be locked up; what 
| ce js neceſſary for me, I pray let it be done, 
' = and may the Almighty bleſs you. After I am 
1 dead and buried, will you write to my Mo- 
ther, Widow Smith, to be left at Mr. J/—'s 
in Dublin, an Account of the whole? How I 
'? fall lamented, Sc. you know, oh | my 
* dear, dear, dear Friend! farewell for ever.“ 

In a Letter to another of his Friends, the 


K 


mY Day before his Execution he ſays, I have 
25 „ been a Tranſgreſſor of human and di- 


3 © vine Laws; I fall a Sacrifice to unjuſt Re- 

„ ſentment, no. doubt by the Almighty's 
« Appointment ; but die a ſincere Penitent, 
hoping for Salvation through my bleſſed 
© Redeemer, to whom I now commend my 
Spirit.“ e 


As the laſt Sollicitation for the Enjoyment 
of Life, Mr. Smith wrote a Letter to his Ex- 
cellency Henry Pelbam, Eſq; one of the Lords 
of the Regency, in the following Terms: 


Oh my dear, dear Sir ! 
N what Form of Words ſhall a dying Man 
addreſs you to excite Compaſſion ? There 
needs none, I am perſuaded, for you are of a 
tender Nature: Upon my Knees then, with ' ” 
penitent Tears in my Eyes, I ſupplicate your 
1 N Mercy. 


1 24 J 


Mercy. Oh! pardon my Diſtraction, pardon 
this Abruptneſs in a poor Creature, immerſed 
in a Gulph of Sorrow, and in Want of a 
charitable Hand to raiſe him: Thus kneel- 
ing, thus crawling on the Earth, I implore 
that Pity that can ſave my expiring Life: 
Hear, oh ! hear my Prayer. You are the 
greateſt Man breathing ; as ſuch, a poor 
Wretch, in the deepeſt Diſconſolation and 
Anguiſh, proſtrates himſelf at your Feet ! 
Fhink it will be a Merit to fave a Soul from 
Perdition.—And if a fincere Penitent deſerves 
Mercy, yet, oh! yet extend it to me; I pur- 
poſe to be a Pattern of Morality, and to make 


that Life more uſeful than my Death can be 


to Mankind.-I will to my lateſt Breath pray 
for you, with ſuch fervent Devotion, with 
ſuch a contrite Spirit, that I hope the Al- 
mighty will hear my Petitions, and bleſs my 
kind Preſerver. Oh, Sir, dear Sir! f. peak 
but the Word, and I am happy. Think on 
me, I pray; I now ſue to you alone, the laſt, 
except the Almighty, I ſhall ever ſue to. 
Liſten to an unhappy Wretch's Lamentations, 
regard the ſorrowful Sighs of an undone Man. 
Eternity! Oh ! *tis that dreadful Thought | 
that ſhocks my Nature. Whither: am I go- 

ing to? I know not, and who can inſtruct 
me? For God's Sake, who rejoices in Acts 
of Mercy, fpare me; for I would moſt wit-. 
lingly live, . and ſtill repent.” Oh] hurry me 
not out of the World ſo ſoon ; grant me but 
one Month, the Time I have employed i in the 
hard Labour of writing and ſoliciting my 


' Preſervation, © only to reconcile myſelf per- 
feftly # to an — Deity, and, methinks, TI: 


ſhall, 
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[35] 
ſhall, at the Expiration, chearfully 2 this 
mortal Life. You are good, oh! you have 
a ſympathizing Nature; I was told it lately 
run over for me in Tenderneſs. : 

May the Almighty ſhower down his Bleſ- 
ſings on you and yours: May you be happy 
in this World; and may you enjoy perfect 
Felicity in the next, ſuch as is prepared for 
the Good and Merciful, like you; and, while 
I have any Being, it ſhall be the moſt fervent 
Prayer of the dying 

From my diſmal Cell in Newgate, 
Ser. 29, 1750. 
I was informed two or three Things ap- 


peared againſt me before your Lordſhip on 
the Day the Report was made; I acknowledge 


I deſerve Death; but, oh! Great Sir, did 


you only know the ſecret Spring of my un- 


doing, you would pity me; indeed you 


With all the Fortitude reſulting from the 
ſublimer Effects of Chriſtianity, he began to 


welcome Death as a kind Friend, as a gene- 


rous Benefactor; and, in this noble Perſeve- 


rance, he had the Conſolation of receiving the 
tender Benediction of the moſt eminent, moſt 


reverend, and moſt humane Prelate in the King- 


| dom. A Lady of Diſtinction waited, in the 


Behalf of this unfortunate Criminal, upon his 
Grace the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, at his 
Palace at Lambeth, with the importunate Re- 
queſt, for reſpiting his Life, a little longer : 
The Lady received an eafy Acceſs: to his 


Grace, and, upon her Knees, pathetically en- 


forced the Petition of Mr. Smith; but his 
F 2 Grace 
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Grace acquainted the Lady, that, though he 
commiſerated the melancholy Situation of the 
Criminal, there was no Poſlibility of obtain- 
ing an Order for reſpiting his Execution ; that 


he had highly incurred the Rigour of Juſtice, 
and he muſt ſubmit to the Puniſhment, in- 


flicted againſt him by the Laws of his offend- 
ed Country: However, continued his Grace, 
c“ tell him, from me, that, if his Penitence 
4 flows from the Springs of Sincerity, he has 
& no Occaſion to wiſh for the Prolongation of 
« Life; tell him, he is, if ever Sinner was, 
« intitled to a more permanent Felicity; aſ- 
* ſure him, from me, he ought to deſpiſe the 
4 Terrors of Death, and embrace the Mo- 
&« ment that will convey him to the Preſence 
4c of his God, that will rank him among the 
« Number of Angels : His Preparation for 
« Death ſeems amply and devoutly made ; let 


Q A 


him contentedly ſubmit to his Fate; he has 


% my beſt Prayers for the eternal Welfare of 
« his Soul, but his Body muſt ſuffer the 
t fatal Sentence of the Law.“ 

Next to the lenient Extenſion of the legiſla- 
tive Clemency, this Epiſcopal Benediction was 
the moſt ſalutary Intelligence that could raiſe 
the drooping Spirits of a poor Criminal, lin- 


gering beneath the gloomy Apprehenſions of 


a violent and ignominious Death; he moſt ear- 


neſtly prayed for the Welfare of ſo benevolent |. 


a Prelate : Faith gave him Aſſurance of the 
Merits and the Mercy of a bleſſed Meſſiah ; 


Hope conveyed to him the pleaſing Expectation 
of a glorious Eternity; and Charity, beamingg 
her ſacred Influence on his Soul, taught him 
to forget every Enemy, to forgive every In- 
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jury, and to ſeek for everlaſting Happineſs 


with a Heart all calm and tranquil, as that of 
the ſmiling, inoffenſive Infant, who gently 
falls into the Arms of Sleep. Each deſpond- 
ing Tumult of the Soul was now appeaſed; 
every mortal Care ſubſided, like the ſmooth 
Boſom of the placid Sea, when the rude Winds 
have ceaſed their boiſterous Contention : Bur, 
while he was diligently taking each prepara- 


tory Step for Immortality, his corporeal Sub- 


ſtance attracted his Attention ; which occaſi- 
oned the Publication of a ſupplicatory Letter 
to the Public, inſerted in the London-Gazetteer 
of September 29, and October 1. 

As the fatal Moment was approaching, he 
was inceſſantly addreſſing himſelf to his omni- 

tent Creator, to his all-gracious Redeemer ; 
he found that his laſt Advertiſement was pre- 
valent on ſo many humane and charitable Diſ- 


poſitions, that there was a ſufficient Contribu- 


tion for repoſiting his Remains with that De- 
cency he ſo urgently requeſted ; and ſure, if 
ever the Prayers of an offending Sinner aſ- 
cended to the bright Throne of Mercy, the 
humble, the ſorrowful, the penitential Im- 
plorations of this unhappy Criminal muſt 
have found a grateful Acceptation, muſt have 
attracted the mediatorial Offices of every Saint, 
and muſt have been productive of that Expi- 
ation which waſhes away the peccatorial Stain 

of terreſtrial Pollution. 
While his Soul was thus elevated above the 
groſſer Senſations of her corporeal Partner, of- 
ten would he make the ſolemn Repetition of 
that tender, elegant, and moving Addreſs of 
Adrian to his departing Soul; often would he 
| | bend 


SY ( -38-] 

bend to his great Creator, and deliberately 
pronounce the moral Prayer of Cleanthes, the 
Chriſtian Heathen ; often would he think on 
the divine Beauties of Plato, the virtuous Dif- 


quiſitions of Seneca, the great D of 


the dying Socrates; and in theſe jaculations, 


the following Numbers came naturally flowing 
from his Heart. 


0 Dd =K 


Mon Sicule dapes 
Dulcem elaborabunt ſaporem: 
Non avium, citbarægue cantus 
Somnum reducent. 


L 5 HoR ACE, 
"HI LE my Fate approaches near, 
Tell me, Conſcience, art thou clear? 
How ſhall I, poor Sinner, fly 
To the empyrein Sky ? 
How ſhall I to Jeſus bow? 
2 ell me, my Soul, "oy tell me how! 
Ik what art thou, trivial Thing ? 
Death, ah ! now where is thy Sting ? 
Gracious Shilob, Lord of Love, 
Chears the Soul through Worlds to rove ; 
Through the Planetary Sphere, 
I Seek my God, my Saviour, there. 
III. 


Huſh, my Fears; ceaſe, ceaſe this Strife, 
Ah! 1 long to launch through Life : 
Shoot, my Soul, from-Earth away, 
Wanton through yon Realms of Day ; 
Angels there = Preſence wait, 

| Haſte haſte, oh! haſte, to Sion's Gate. 


IV. Fer 
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E' er from Chaos Order ſprung ; 

Fer Earth's Orbit ballanc'd - 208 5 Lu 

- Fer the golden Sun was ſeen ; fy 

Eber ſhone forth the lunar Queen 

E*er his Eden Adam knew, 

My God, for me, his Mercy drew. 


Vileſt Reptile, how canſt thou 
Preſcience thus preſume to know? 
Tremble, Wretch, fear, fear the Rod 
Of thy juſt, thy awful God : 
Ah! Perdition :—ceaſe to beat, | | 
| Poor Heart ! my God is good and great. 
VI. f 
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Hark, my Soul, thy Saviour fay, 
=_ © Haſte thee, Mortal, haſte away: 
LY Hark, Pm call'd; lo! Angels bub 


1 Invite me! lead me, lead me there: : 
b See I mount ! *tis Rapture all, 

F I _ Pcluſive I I fall. 
Silent, drooping, checrlen dead, 
Now I bow the penſive Head; 
Horror ſhivers through my Veins, 


Melancholy o' er me reigns ; 

> Friends, Friends, come glaring tomy View, 
Hide, hide me from the ghaſtly Crew. 

n FE. © 

Lo! deſcending from above, 

Mercy hov'ring like a Dove: 

Drive, my Soul, each Care away, 

Quit, oh ! quit, this ſhameful Clay; 

Spring to the Skies: Lord, Lord, I come, 

1 | ! take me, Angels, take me Home. 5 


"> 
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The Sunday before his Execution, he attend- 


ed with the reſt of the unfortunate Malefac- 


tors at the Funeral Sermon preached by the 
Ordinary of Newgate, though he did not re- 
ceive the Adminiſtration of the Sacrament 
till the Morning of his Execution ; but the 
Ordinary, notwithſtanding all his Sollicita- 
tions, could never extort from him that Con- 
feſſion which he intended himſelf to deliver to 
the World by the Publication of this Pam- 
phlet. 

The laſt Hour of his Life was now ap- 
proaching ; the Night before his Execution 
was employed in continual. Prayer, nor was 
the leaden Mace of Sleep ſufficiently incum- 
bent to charm his buſy Soul ro Reſt : When 
Morning came he hailed the dread Moment 
that muſt enfranchiſe his noble and immor- 
tal Being from its vile and mortal Tenement ; 


he prayed with all the Grace of ſolemn Piety, I 


for the Remiſſion of all his Sins, the Preſerva- 
* tion of all his Enemies, the Happineſs of all 
his Friends, and the Welfare of all Man- 
kind, with whom he died in perfect Charity. 
On Wedneſday the 3d of Ofober, the Officers 
of Juſtice made their accuſtomary Appear- 
ance for conducting the unhappy Malefactors 
to the Place of Execution, : Mr. Smith at that 
Time received the Sacrament with the moſt 
exemplary Piety ; after which he dreſſed him- 
ſelf, and did it. with as much Pleaſure as if he 
was preparing himſelf, for the; Feſtivity of 
_ Mirth. | 
As ſoon. as he was tied, 5 che Rope, he 
kneeled down before a Bench in the Preſs- 
Tard, where he made an extempore Prayer, 
which 


. 
#1 ** 


which he uttered ſo pathetically and with ſuch” 


| Solemnity as to draw the tender Tear of Com- 


aſſion from the Savage Herd of Newgate, 
Mr. Smith held Lite beneath his Eſtimation, 
but the thoughts of his ignominious Death 
ſhuddered all his Soul; however he ſoon re- 
covered himſelf, and, by his. graceful Beha- 
viour, extorted univerſal Pity. As he was a 
very perſonable Man, he drew uncommon 


| Attention from the Populace, which was in- 
8 creaſed. on Account of the Gentility of his 


Dreſs ;. he took no Notice of the numerous 
Spectators, but, with Eyes directed conſtantly 
to Heaven, implored the divine Mercy, till 
his Arrival at Tyburn, where he behaved with 
all the graceful Reſolution of a Man, and all 
the pious Decency of a Chriſtian ; He intend- 
ed to have made a dying Declaration in Vin- 
dication of his CharaRer from an opprobrious 
Aſperſion; but, as it would be prejudicial: ta 
others, he was diſſuaded from it by a Friend, 
whoſe Advice he obeyed with the greateſt 
Conformity : His laſt Words were an InvoF 
cation to his Redeemer, when he ſuffered the 
Deprivation of Life with ſuch an eaſy Deport- 
ment as manifeſted he met Death as cordially 


as the Embraces of a Friend. 


If the Life of Mr. Smith was pernicious to 


7 | Society, his Death was of Utility to it, b 
ſtrongly depicturing the Calamities in whic 
a2 ſenſible Man may involve himſelf, when 


Vice ſo triumphantly exalts her Throne upon 
the Ruins of Reaſon, eradicating every bright 
and exalted Principle of Honour and Integri- 
ty from the Soul. Let the World, from this 
nhanppy Criminal, A an exemplary In- 


*. knee the Fardicy elde out dh uns 
„ guarded Hours and ſyren Follies of unwary . 
375 B his Life was -a Scene of Guilt, his 
Death an inſtructive Scene of Miſery.” If his 
Crimes were atrocious, his Penitence was ad- 
mirable; if his Life was erroneous, his Death 
Was laudably ſuffered: As a Criminal, he: juſt» 
ly merited the Stroke of Juſtice; as a Man, 
he could not fail of attracting the Sigh of 
Compaſſion ; Infamy ſhould blaſt a living Vit- 
lain, but Obloquy ſhould never inſult the Me- 
22 of the Dead; all Crimes ſhould be ex- 
tinguiſhed in the Grave, and it is the Tenent 
of Chriſtianity to ſpeak all the Good we can 
of the Dead, but to conceal the Evil: As 
this poor Criminal fo devoutly bowed before 
the Shrine of Juſtice, let us hope all his 
Wiekedneſs is expunged hy Repentance; let 
us hope he has made his Appearance before 
the Throne of eternal Juſtice, that he is the 
favoured Son of Adoption, dwells in the glo- 
rious Preſence of his Redeemer, hymns 
Hallelujahs to the great Jehovah, and enjoys 
that Felicity — to Men through the 
Merits of a e hn * Blood _ a 
Meſſioh.. 


P. S. Other 1 than whit i are bed 
in this Pamphlet, have been uncharitably al- 
ledged againſt this unfortunate Criminal; but 
why was the Publication of them deferred till 
the Day 3 his Execution, when he had 
no Opportunity of vindicating himſelf? He 
— wages no — than what is here commy- 
ene to the Public. 
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